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Matthew 10:24-39 – Promises, Priorities & Persecution 

 

1. The Persecution of Kathy Jackson 

 

Kathy Jackson exposed the corruption within the Health Services Union <<Ppt >> 

Kathy Jackson exposed the corruption of the former federal M.P Craig Thompson. 

Kathy Jackson exposed the corruption of HSU general secretary Michael Williamson, now in gaol. 

But what has been the cost for Kathy Jackson? 

What has been the personal toll for her standing up against corruption in the HSU? 

 

First, she lost all her friends within the HSU. 

She told the commission,  

“I was friends with these people.  

When you work in the union movement, you make friendships. It’s a community”  

 

All those friends gone – because she dared to speak out about the corruption. 

 

Second, she suffered intense pressure from those same people. 

The smear campaign was waged against her. She said, I quote  

“I was called a Labor rat, a traitor, a Liberal Party prostitute,  

and that I was doing everything in my power to bring down the Labor government.”  

 

Even worse – she had been smeared in the mainstream media, 

 Constantly receiving phone calls questioning her own propriety. 

 “I would have to spend days on end defending myself to the media” 

 

As a result of all these accusations, she has been destroyed politically. 

 

And finally, and this must be the most bitter part of it all,  

Kathy Jackson is herself being investigated by the Royal Commission. 

And yes, sure, the Royal Commission needs to investigate every aspect of corruption, 

At the same time,  

this poor woman, who actually did the right thing and blew the whistle 

this poor woman, who sacrificed all her friendships, her community, her political career 

this poor woman, who has been scrutinized for years, 

 instead of finding herself in the witness box, finds herself in the defendant box. 

 

Kathy Jackson paid a terrible price for telling the truth. 

The persecution of Kathy Jackson is unimaginable. 
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2. Promises for the Persecuted Proclaimers (vv. 24-33) 

 

But the persecution of Kathy Jackson gives us a window into Jesus’ teaching to his disciples. 

For Jesus’ teaching prepares his disciples for their persecution. 

Jesus prepares his disciples for persecution through giving them promises, (vv. 24-33) 

And Jesus prepares his disciples for persecution through giving them priorities (vv. 34-39) 

 

So firstly, Jesus makes this great and wonderful promise – v. 32 << Ppt >> 

 

Now, the term ‘acknowledge’ is not the weak “I acknowledge that I maybe perhaps know Jesus” 

The word is much stronger – “I confess”, “I publicly declare”, “I speak openly, plainly, clearly”. 

 

Therefore, those who speak openly, plainly, who publicly declare Jesus before men, 

 Can know that Jesus will openly, plainly, publicly declare them before God in heaven. 

- What a wonderful promise! Jesus promises to intercede with God for his followers! 

In theory, this is straight forward, logical, common sense, 

 But because we are human, because we live in a world opposed to God, 

 Jesus gives three reasons for us not to fear the world as we confess Jesus. 

 Jesus counters three fears that are common to all the disciples and all Christians. 

 

a) Do not fear – the accusers (vv. 24-27) 

 

So we need not fear the accusers – who accuse Jesus of being the devil,  

or in our day they accuse Jesus of being intolerant,  

bigoted, racist, homophobic, misogynistic, backwards, passé, antiquated… 

 

And we do not need to fear the accusers, because v. 26 << v. 26-27>> 

 We do not need to fear because the truth will be revealed 

 We do not need to fear because all cover-ups, all secrets, all devious plots will come to light. 

 

� But proclaim from the housetops 

 

And therefore, we can do the complete opposite. 

 What Jesus whispers to the disciples, can now be openly declared to all. 

 What Jesus told his disciples, is now written down by those disciples for all to read. 

 What Jesus says to us, through his word, now can be declared from the rooftops. 
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b) Do not fear – the body killers (vv. 28) 

 

Secondly, we do not fear those who can kill the body. << vv. 28>> 

 

Jesus knows that there is one who can kill the body and the soul, and it is not the devil. 

For the only one who can give life and take life away at the most profound level is God himself. 

 

� But fear God 

 

Therefore the right and appropriate response is to have a reverent fear of God. 

The right and appropriate response is to treat God as God. 

<< Aside – we can so over-emphasis the love of God that we turn God  

into a weak-willed romantic Mills and Boon in the sky >> 

 

c) Do not fear – you are valuable to God (vv. 29-31) 

 

However, we do not fear God as a ruthless tyrant, or a vindictive despot,  

for we are valuable to God. << v. 29-31 >> 

 

Jesus uses an example from minor to major. 

 The smallest bird, the sparrow, sold for the smallest amount – a penny. 

 And yet God in his all-powerful sovereignty is control of their lives and their deaths. 

 

And so if God is in control of the most minute, insignificant forms of life 

 Then how much more will God be in control of the significant lives of human beings! 

 

 

Human life, and the life of Jesus’ followers is far more valuable to God than the life of a sparrow. 

 

� Therefore ‘confess’ Jesus  

 

Therefore because we do not need to fear the accusers, 

 Because we do not need to fear those who can kill our physical bodies, 

 Because we do fear God, in reverent and appropriate way, 

  Knowing that God cares for us 

Therefore we confess Jesus from the rooftops. 

Therefore we publicly declare the kingdom has come because the king has come! 
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3. Priorities for the Persecuted Proclaimers (vv. 34-39) 

 

And yet, as we declare from the roof tops, Jesus engenders a set of priorities. 

 Jesus sets the priorities for the persecuted proclaimers.  

 That is, as the kingdom of God breaks into the world, as the king comes to rule, 

  The core building blocks of society will be shaken. 

  The family unit will be transformed by the king’s priorities. << vv.34-37 >> 

 

a) Families & Foes (vv. 34-37) 

 

The kingdom of God will have such a radical impact on relationships 

 That even within the family unit – sons will be set against fathers, 

  Daughters against mothers, and 

  Daughters in law against mothers in law. 

 

And whilst it is true for the disciples, in the cost they would pay for following Jesus, 

 And whilst it is true for many Christians today, particularly those who convert from Islam, 

 It is also true in our comfortable white anglo culture today. 

 

Kingdom priorities take precedence over family priorities and that will be hard, at the very least! 

 

b) Lost & Found Lives (vv. 38-39)  

 

The second set of priorities for persecuted proclaimers is the paradox of lost and found. <vv.38-39> 

 

Jesus does not bait and switch – he doesn’t bait his disciples with the allure of eternal life,  

and then switches to a message of the hardship. 

 

Jesus pointedly proclaims the kingdom priorities – take up your cross and follow me. 

 Lose your life, following the king, and he will save your life for eternity. 

 

 

Whoever loses his life, will save it. 
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4. Promises, Priorities for our Proclamation 

 

To finish – Jesus gives us promises during our time of persecution 

 Jesus promises that he will confess us to his Father in heaven, 

  Because we have confessed him to the world around us. 

 

We have an advocate before the all-powerful God of the universe 

We have someone to vouch for us before the majestic, sovereign Lord of all. 

 

And therefore we are not to fear the lies and accusations that will be hurled at us. 

We are not to fear those who can take our physical body. 

 

And our right, proper, reverent fear of God  

is tempered by the knowledge that God knows us and cares for us. 

 

On this basis there are two places where the rubber hits the road for us. 

 First, we need to be proclaiming the news of the kingdom of God 

 << Just start talking – chatting with my cleaner>> 

 

Second, parish council has accepted my proposal for the missionary committee. 

 This committee will not mean that only the committee is engaged in mission. 

 Rather this committee is to help all of us engage in mission. 

 

 

Let’s pray. 


